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2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable 
Development

POLICY A IM

for India to have an education system 

second to none by 2040 with equitable 

education for all regardless of socio-

economic background

GOAL 4  (SDG4)

to “ensure inclusive and equitable 

quality education and promote lifelong 

learning opportunities for all” by 2030
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Previous 
Policies

NATIONAL POLICY 

ON EDUCATION -

1986

Focused on the removal of 

disparities and aimed to equalize 

education opportunities NATIONAL POLICY 

ON EDUCATION -

1992

Established the all India based 

common entrance exam for 

admission in all professional and 

technical degrees
RIGHT OF 

CHILDREN TO FREE 

AND COMPULSORY 

EDUCATION ACT-

2009
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• R e c o g n i z i n g ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  a n d  f o s t e r i n g  t h e  

u n i q u e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  e a c h  s t u d e n t

• P r i o r i t i z i n g  F o u n d a t i o n a l  L i t e r a c y  a n d  

N u m e r a c y

• F l e x i b i l i t y  o f  l e a r n i n g  t r a j e c t o r y

• M u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  a n d  h o l i s t i c  e d u c a t i o n

• Em p h a s i s  o f  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g ,  e t h i c s  a n d  

h u m a n  a n d  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  v a l u e s

• P r o m o t i n g  m u l t i l i n g u a l i s m

• F o c u s  o n  f o r m a t i v e  a s s e s s me n tB
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• E x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  t e c h n o l o gy

• R e s p e c t  f o r  d i ve r s i t y  a n d  l o c a l  

c o n t e x t

• E q u i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n

• Te a c h e rs  a n d  f a c u l t y  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  

t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c es s

• " L i g h t  b u t  t i g h t "  r e g u l a t o r y  

f r a m e w ork

• O u t s t a nd i n g  r e s e a rc h

• C o n t i n u o u s  R e v i e w

• R o o t e d n e s s  i n  I n d i a

• S u b s t a n t i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  a  s t r o n g ,  

v i b r a n t  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n
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POLICY EMPHASIS

SCHOOL EDUCATION

• Universal Access to ECCE

• Holistic Learning

• Multilingualism

HIGHER EDUCATION

• Multidisciplinary Learning

• Focus on Research

• Internationalization 

L IFELONG LEARNING

• Professional Education

• Online and Digital 

Education
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School 
Education

• New pedagogical and curricular

restructuring of 5+3+3+4 that forms a

strong base of Early Childhood Care

and Education (ECCE)
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The Foundation of Learning

• National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early Childhood Care and

Education (NCPFECCE) for children upto the age of 8 will be developed by NCERT in

2 parts

⚬ 0-3 years

⚬ 3-8 years

• To attain optimal outcomes in physical and motor development, cognitive, socio-

emotional-ethical development, cultural/artistic development, early language, 

numeracy and literacy C
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• Special attention will be given to socio-economically 

disadvantaged districts 

• ECCE shall be delivered through a strengthened 

system of early childhood education institutions

⚬ Stand alone Anganwadis

⚬ Anganwadis co-located with primary schools

⚬ Pre-primary schools co-located with primary 

schools

⚬ Stand alone pre schools

⚬ Prior to Age 5 every child will attend a 

Preparatory class (Balvatika) which has a ECCE 

qualified teacher
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C l u s t e r  R e s o u r c e  

C e n t r e s ( S c h o o l  

E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t )

Will mentor teachers and hold 

one contact class/ month for 

assessment

P e d a g o g i c a l  

F r a m e wo r k  b y  

N C E RT

Available through 

distance/digital mode, 

DTH channels

One Year  D ip loma 

in  ECCE

Qualification less than 10+2

6  Mon th  Cer t i f i ca te  

P rog ram in  ECCE

Qualification with 10+2
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ECCE regulated by
Curriculum and pedagogy- MHRD

Planning and Implementation  of early childhood care 

and education curriculum -MHRD, MWCD, MoHFW and 

the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
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Foundational 
Literacy and 
Numeracy

To achieve universal foundational literacy 

and numeracy in primary schools by 

2025
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Contributing Factors

Pupil-Teacher ratio 

< 30:1

Socio-economic 

disadvantaged 

students PTR <25:1

National Mission 

on Foundational 

Literacy and 

Numeracy

Increased focus on 

foundational literacy and 

numeracy throughout 

preparatory and middle 

school curriculum
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DIKSHA - Digi tal  

Infrastructure and 

Knowledge Sharing

A national repository of high quality 

resources on foundational literacy 

and numeracy

TECHNOLOGICAL 

INTERVENTIONS

Aids to bridge language barriers 

between students and teachers
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National Book 
Promotion Policy

To ensure  avai labi l i ty,  

accessibi l i ty,  qual i ty  and 

readership of  books across 

geographies and languages

Inspirational book will be developed and 

translated in all Indian languages - available at 

school and public libraries
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• To provide effective and sufficient

infrastructure so that students access safe

and engaging school education at all levels

from primary school to Grade 12

U N I V E R S A L PA RT I C I PAT I O N

• To ensure students are enrolled in 

school 

• Have suitable opportunities to catch-

up and re-enter school

Q U A L I T Y

• Ensuring quality to retain students,

so that they do not lose interest in

attending school (especially girls and

students from SEDGs)
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NATIONAL 

INSTITUTE OF 

OPEN SCHOOLING 

(NIOS)

• will be expanded to meet the current needs off 

students

• will offer A,B,C levels  grade 3,5,8

• Secondary education programs = Grade 10 &11

• Vocational education courses

• Adult literacy and life enrichment programmes

• states will be encouraged to develop SIOS
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Holistic, 
Integrate, 
Engaging 
and 
Enjoyable 
Learning

T H R U S T O F  

C U R R I C U L U M

Learning how to learn rather than rote learning

E N H A N C E  E S S E N T I A L 

L E A R N I N G

Focus on key ideas, concepts 

applications, problem solving and 

critical thinking

F L E X I B I L I T Y I N  

C O U R S E  C H O I C E S

Greater flexibility in secondary 

school to choose subjects including 

PE, arts and crafts, vocational skills

E X P E R I E N T I A L 

L E A R N I N G

Hands-on learning, arts-integrated 

learning, sports-integrated learning 

to learn life skills
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Multilingualism

M E D I U M  O F  I N S T R U CT I O N

Until Grade 5 or Grade 8 home language/ mother 

tongue/regional language/local language will be used where 

possible

T H R E E  L A N G U A G E  F O R M U L A

Languages learned will be the choice of states, regions and 

the students such that 2/3 languages are native to India

C L A S S I C A L L A N G U A G E S

Sanskrit will be offered at all levels in school and higher 

education. It will be taught in experiential and contemporarily 

relevant ways
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Languages
INDIAN LANGUAGES

Classical languages and literature from     Sanskrit, 

Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Odia, Pali, 

Persion and Prakrit will be made available to students

F O R EI G N  L AN G U AG ES

Korean, Japanese, Thai, French, German, Spanish, 

Portugese and Russion will also be offered in 

secondary school apart from English

I N D I A N  S I G N  L A N G U A G E ( I S L )

ISL will be standardized across the country and 

national and state curriculum material will be 

developed for students with hearing impairment
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• To  make  s tuden ts  

adap tab le  t o  a  cons tan t l y  

chang ing  wor ld :

Integration of 
Essential Skills, 
Subjects and 
Capacities

• P ro f i c iency   i n  l anguages ,

• Ev idence  based  th ink ing ,     

• C rea t i v i t y  and  innova t i veness

• Voca t iona l  exposure ,  

• D ig i t a l  l i t e racy,  

• Gender  sens i t i v i t y,  

• Cons t i t u t i ona l  va lues ,  

• Knowledge  o f  I nd ia ,  

• Env i ronmen ta l  awareness ,  

• San i t a t i on  and  hyg iene ,  

• Cur ren t  a f f a i r s  and  knowledge  o f  c r i t i ca l  

i s sues  f ac ing  l oca l  commun i t i es ,  reg ions  

and  in te rna t i ona l  commun i t i es
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Integration of Essential Skills, Subjects 

and Capacities

N AT I O N A L C U R R I C U L U M  

F R A M E W O R K  F O R  

S C H O O L E D U C AT I O N  

( N C F S E )

• NCFSE will be formulated by 

NCERT based on the principles of 

NEP 2020 

N AT I O N A L T E X T B O O K  

W I T H  L O C A L F L AV O U R

• Textbooks will contain core 

material deemed important by 

NCERT with nuances by SCERT

• Downloadable and printable 

versions of all textbooks will also 

be available

T R A N S F O R M I N G  

A S S E S S M E N T

• Students will be tested on core 

capacities

• Students may take the exam 

on 2 occasions
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Integration of Essential Skills, Subjects 

and Capacities

PA R A K H

• National assessment centre as a 

standard setting body under 

MHRD for student assessment 

and evaluation  for all recognised

school boards in India

N AT I O N A L T E S T I N G  

AG EN C Y

• Will organize common aptitude test 

and specialized common subject 

exams twice a year for university 

entrance 

G I F T E D  S T U D E N T S

• Topic centered and project 

based clubs will be encouraged 

at all levels of school

• Olympiads and competitions in 

subjects will be taken to 

consideration for university 

entrance
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Teachers

R EC R U I T M EN T AN D  

D E P L O Y M E N T

• Merit based scholarships for 

studying 4 year B.Ed

programmes and preferential 

employment in local areas upon 

completion 

• Schools to hire local eminant

persons as 'master instructors' 

in various subjects

S E RV I C E  

E N V I R O N M E N T

Teachers and local stake holders to 

be involved in governance of schools

C O N T I N U OU S  

P R O F E S S I O N A L 

D E V E L O P M E N T ( C P D )

• Platforms to share best practices 

will be developed 

• Teachers will be expected to

participate in at least 50 hours of

CPD for their own professional

development
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T
e

a
c
h

e
rs P R O F E S S I O N A L 

STAN D AR D S

National Professional Standards for

Teachers (NPST) will be developed by

2022 by the Professional Standard

Setting Body (PSSB) under the General

education Council (GEC) in consultation

with NCERT and SCERT

T E A C H E R  EDUCATION

• By 2030 the minimum degree 

qualification for teaching will be the 

4-year integrated B.Ed

• Shorter local teacher education 

programmes will be available at 

BITEs, DIETs and schol complexes

N AT I O N A L C U R R I C U L U M 

F R A M E W O R K  F O R  T E A C H E R  

ED U C AT I O N  ( N C F T E)

NCFTE will be formulated by 2021 by NCTE in 

consultation with NCERT on the principles of NEP 

2020
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• Reg ions  w i th  l a rge  

popu la t i ons  f rom 

educa t iona l l y  

d i sadvan taged  SEDGs 

shou ld  be  dec la red  as  

Spec ia l  Educa t ion  

Zones  (SEZs)

• P o l i c i e s  a n d  s c h e m e s  

d e s i g n e d  t o  i n c l u d e  

s t u d e n t s  f r o m  S E D G s  

s h o u l d  b e  t a r g e t e d  t o w a r d s  

g i r l s  i n  t h e s e  S E D G s

• Government  w i l l  cons t i tu te  

a  'Gender  Inc lus ion  Fund '  

to  p rov ide  Equ i tab le  

Qua l i t y  educa t ion  to  a l l  

g i r l s  and  t ransgender  

s tuden ts

• A l l  scho la rsh ips ,  

oppor tun i t i es  and  

schemes  ava i l ab le  to  

s tuden ts  f rom SEDGs 

wi l l  be  coord ina ted  

and  announced  by  a  

s ing le  agency  and  

webs i te
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School 
Complexes/
Clusters

• By 2025, State/UT governments to adopt 

mechanisms to group or rationalize schools so 

that there are

⚬ Adequate counsellors, teachers and trained 

social workers 

⚬ Adequate resources that can be shared such 

as libraries, science and skill labs and 

playgroup equipment

⚬ A sense of community to share best practices

⚬ To enhance cooperation among schools a 

pairing system will be introduced whereby one 

public school will be paired with one private 

school so that paired schools may interact and 

share resources and practices with each other
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ACCREDITATION  

FOR SCHOOL 

EDUCATION

• Department of School Education will be

responsible for overall monitoring and

policy making of the public education

system

• The education services and operations

will be handled by the Directorate of

School Education

• To ensure all schools follow minimal

quality standards an independent State-

wide body State Schools Standard

Authority (SSSA) will be established

• Transparent self disclosure of regulatory

information will be available and updated

on the website maintained by SSSA and

schools' websites.
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